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Message Text 


1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE BY DUSKO 
DODER, TUESDAY, AUGUST 8, ENTITLED "THE CHILL IN THE AIR IS 
CHINA AS CEAUSESCU, BRFZHNFV MEET." 

2. MOSCOW-PRESIDENT NICOLAE CEAUSESCU OF ROMANIA CONFERRED 
WITH SOVIET PRESIDENT LEONID BREZHNEV ALL DAY YESTERDAY BUT 
APPARENTLY FAILED TO EASE SOVIET CONCERN ABOUT CHINA'S IN- 
TRUSION INTO EASTERN EUROPE THROUGH ITS RELATIONS WITH 
ROMANIA. 


3. A COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AFTER THE MEETING AT BREZHNEV'S 
CRIMEAN RESORT ON THE BLACK SEA WAS UNUSUALLY TERSE, UNDER- 
SCORING THE STRAINED RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO WARSAW PACT 
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ALLIES. 


4. CEAUSESCU FLEW TO THE CRIMEA YESTERDAY MORNING, ONLY 
NINE DAYS BEFORE THE SCHEDULED VISIT TO ROMANIA OF CHINESE 
COMMUNIST PARTY CHAIRMAN HUA KUO-FENG. 


5. ALTHOUGH SOVIET LEADERS HAVE BEEN IRKED OVER THE YEARS 
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BY CEAUSESCU'S INDEPENDENT DIPLOMACY IN DISTANT PARTS OF THE 
WORLD, HUA'S FORTHCOMING VISIT HAS TOUCHED AN ESPECIALLY 
SENSITIVE NERVE BECAUSE IT IS AN UNPRECEDENTED DISPLAY OF 
CHINESE INTEREST IN THE REGION REGARDED AS VITAL BY THE 
KREMLIN. 

6. AFTER HIS FIVE-DAY VISIT TO ROMANIA, HUA IS SCHEDULED 

TO SPEND SEVEN DAYS IN NONALIGNED YUGOSLAVIA, WHICH IS ALSO 
RULED BY A COMMUNIST GOVERNMENT. THE PURPOSE OF THESE 
VISITS, ACCORDING TO DIPLOMATS HERE, IS TO DEMONSTRATE 
PEKING'S SUPPORT FOR THE TWO COMMUNIST COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE 
FREQUENTLY BEEN SUBJECTED TO SOVIET PRESSURE. 

7. HUA'S VISIT TO BUCHAREST IS PARTICULARLY DISQUIETING TO 
MOSCOW. THE CHINESE HAVE BEEN SHARPLY CRITICAL OF THE 
WARSAW PACT, WHICH THEY VIEW AS A TOOL USED BY THE KREMLIN 
FOR EXPANSIONIST POLICIES. 

8. BY FORMING A FIRM ALLIANCE WITH CHINA, MOSCOW ARCH 
ENEMY, THE ROMANIANS ARE BELIEVED TO IMPROVE THEIR POSITION 
TO RESIST SOVIET PRESSURES FOR GREATER INTEGRATION WITHIN 
THE MILITARY ALLIANCE. PEKING'S ASSISTANCE IN THIS EFFORT 

IS VIEWED AS RUNNING PARALLEL TO AMERICAN EFFORTS TO WEAKEN 
THE SOVIET BLOC. 

9. ALTHOUGH OFFICIALS HERE PRIVATELY DESCRIBE CEAUSESCU’S 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 STATE 199691 TOSEC 090049 

DIPLOMACY AS A TEST OF THE LIMITS OF SOVIET TOLERANCE, THE 
SOVIETS APPARENTLY DO NOT WANT TO ENGAGE IN OPEN POLEMICS 
WITH BUCHAREST, PERHAPS OUT OF FEAR THAT ROMANIA MIGHT BE 
PUSHED INTO FOLLOWING THE YUGOSLAV EXAMPLE AND BREAKING OUT 
OF THE BLOC ALTOGETHER. NOR DO THE SOVIETS, IT IS SAID 
HERE, ENTERTAIN THE IDEA OF MAKING ROMANIA ANOTHER 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA BY SENDING IN SOVIET TROOPS, ESPECIALLY 
SINCE THE ROMANIANS ARE CONSIDERED LIKELY TO FIGHT ANY IN- 
VADING FORCE. 

10. WITHOUT OPEN POLEMICS, THE SOVIETS ARE SHOWING THEIR 
ANNOYANCE BY INCREASED ANTI-CHINESE PROPAGANDA. 

1 1 . YESTERDAY'S COMMUNIQUE MADE NO MENTION OF CHINA AL- 
THOUGH CHINA IS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN THE PRINCIPAL TOPIC 
OF DISCUSSION. NOR WAS THERE MENTION OF THE WORD 
"SOCIALISM" OR OTHER STANDARD PHRASES NORMALLY USED ON SUCH 
OCCASIONS. 

12. CLEARLY AT ROMANIAN INSISTENCE, THE COMMUNIQUE INSTEAD 
SPOKE ABOUT THE NEED FOR "ALL PEACE-LOVING DEMOCRATIC 
FORCES" TO RALLY "IN THE STRUGGLE TO OBSERVE THE INALIEN- 
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ABLE RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLES TO FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE." 

13. THE LACK OF ANY DISPLAY OF CORDIALITY WAS IN SHARP 
CONTRAST TO THE TONE OF SIMILAR COMMUNIQUES ISSUED AFTER 
OTHER WARSAW PACT LEADERS VISITED BREZHNEV'S SUMMER HOME 
EARLIER THIS SUMMER. 

14. IN EACH PREVIOUS MEETING, BREZHNEV CONFERRED ALONE 
WITH HIS GUEST. YESTERDAY'S TALKS, HOWEVER, INCLUDED THE 
FOREIGN MINISTERS AND KEY SECURITY ADVISERS OF BOTH PRESI- 
DENTS. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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